

2

In the Name of Justice, Fill Vacant Seats in Federal Courts
By Carter Strang and Kip T. Bollin
There is no reason the people of Northeast Ohio should be without a full-time federal district judge sitting in Youngstown — no reason that any reasonable adult would accept, that is.
It’s been 14 months since U.S. District Judge Peter C. Economus vacated his seat, moving to part-time, senior status.  It’s been nine months since President Barack Obama nominated U. S. Magistrate Judge Benita Pearson to replace him, and nearly eight months since the Senate Judiciary Committee approved the nomination and sent it on to the full Senate for confirmation.
There the nomination has sat, gathering moss, along with 15 other judicial nominations, without a confirmation vote taken or even scheduled, and with none likely before the end of the year. After that, the entire process would have to start anew, from scratch, leaving the Youngstown seat empty for no telling how long. 
On behalf of the nearly six million residents in 40 counties whose right to swift and sure justice in the federal courts is at stake here, the Northern District of Ohio Chapter of the Federal Bar Association would like to declare this situation exactly what it is – maddening – and urge the Senate to bring the nominations of Judge Pearson and the others to a vote before the proverbial clock strikes midnight.
Our chapter’s membership includes more than 500 practicing attorneys, federal judges and others. We are non-partisan and take no position on who’s at fault here.
Some accuse Senate Republicans of obstructionism. Others blame the Democrats for not pushing their appointments agenda more aggressively. Our position is this: Let’s forget about blame and get the job done.
Magistrate Judge Pearson – formerly a federal prosecutor, Jones Day attorney and federal law clerk to U.S. District Judge John Manos – was recommended for this nomination by a bi-partisan committee of lawyers chosen jointly by Republican U. S. Senator George Voinovich and his Democratic colleague, U. S. Senator Sherrod Brown.
What Judge Pearson deserves, along with every citizen of Northern Ohio and every attorney or client with a case in its federal courts, is a simple “up or down” vote by the Senate. All of the other pending nominees, and the citizens they were nominated to serve, are entitled to the same consideration. If Judge Pearson or the others don’t meet the Senate’s standards, it can reject their nominations. If they do pass the test, however, we should get them on the bench and working. Now.
Even as Judge Pearson’s nomination has languished, yet another judicial seat in the Northern District of Ohio has gone vacant (U.S. District Judge James G. Carr, sitting in Toledo, assumed senior status on June 1), meaning the work load of 12 full-time judges is now being carried by 10. New civil and criminal cases, meanwhile, continue to pour in at the rate of several hundred each month. Put simply, the Senate’s inaction has slowed the wheels of justice. 
The impasse has left nearly one vacancy in every eight federal judgeships and has resulted in the lowest rate of judicial confirmations of any time in the last 40 years.  This is unacceptable.  
While the phrase “Justice delayed is justice denied” may have reached cliché status, that is precisely the reality we face. Senators Voinovich and Brown, we urge you on behalf of those who elected you to help stop this judicial logjam now. The people need you to call on your colleagues to quit their stalling and fill those empty seats.
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